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Abstract 

This dissertation aims to cast some light on the problem of change in mathematics instruction in the compulsory school ("grundskolan"). 
In spite of centrally initiated steps towards changes of mathematics Instruction in connection with the introduction of a new curriculum in 
Sweden ("Läroplan for grundskolan, 1969"), there are indications which seem to support the conception that changes have been limited or 
non-existing. 
 

Within the framework of a case study, the aim of which was to initiate a change of mathematics instruction and describe and to some 
extent explain critical phases of the change process, a study of change has been carried out by the flexible use of different kinds of 
information. 
 

The scientific, approach could be described as Action Research where observations, questionnaires and interviews have been used to 
describe teachers- reactions and Conceptions. Participating pupils have been tested by the use of Raven’s matrices and an attitude scale. A 
sample of pupils have also been interviewed as well as the headmasters in the municipality concerned. 
 

In discussing the results different theoretical perspectives have been used; organizational, ecological and individual. 
 

The results indicate that a practice-centered in-service training could promote chances in mathematics instruction. A major conclusion is 
that change has to be considered a problem that concerns both the teacher and the educational setting, meaning a development of individual 
competence as well as developing the school as an organization. Some consequences for future In-service training are presented. 
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